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As relacbes de Portugal com outros homens, outras
culturas, outros mundos constituem uma questdo in-
contorndvel para o estudo da construcdo da nacdo, da
estruturacdo das identidades, da compreensao do que
somos enquanto portugueses de ontem e de hoje. A
Africa e os africanos ocupam um lugar central nesta
problemdtica, pela longa duracdo dos contactos, pela
natureza das formas relacionais, pela forca da sua
presenca no imagindrio portugués.

A presenca africana em Portugal difere de qualquer
outra: se romanos e drabes deixaram vestigios reve-
ladores dos seus projectos politicos, que os levaram
a organizar operagdes colectivas, a utilizar exércitos,
a colonizar os territdrios, a maioria dos africanos nao
vieram de livre vontade, mas capturados ou comprados
em Africa, para serem desembarcados como escravos
no extremo ocidental do fragmento ibérico da Europa.
Despojados de tudo, esses homens, mulheres e crian-
cas deixaram vestigios seculares através do pais: se
a sua visibilidade parece reduzida, pois ndo sao eles
nem monumentos, nem objectos de “arte”, nem for-
mas materiais, encontram-se de maneira significativa
na densidade da participacdo africana na sociedade
portuguesa: no trabalho, na producdo, na lingua, na
religido, na festa, na mdsica e na danga, no corpo e
na sexualidade, na toponimia, na imaterialidade dos
nossos quotidianos. A histdria e a memdria revelam-
nos as suas marcas contidas, de forma estruturante, na
constante reconstrucdo de Portugal.
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Portugal’s relations with other peoples, other cultures
and other worlds is a question that we cannot avoid
dealing with if we wish to study how the nation was
built, how identities were constructed and what our
understanding is of ourselves as the Portuguese of
yesterday and today. Africa and the Africans occupy
a central place in the problematic owing to our long-
term contacts, the nature of the relationships and the
force with which their presence was projected on the
Portuguese imagination.

The presence of the Africans in Portugal differed from all
the others: if the Romans and Arabs left tell-tale traces
of their own political projects which led to organising
collective expeditions, using armies and colonising
territories, most of the Africans did not come of their own
free will. They were captured or purchased in Africa only
to disembark on the far-western Iberian corner of Europe
as slaves. In being stripped of everything, these men,
women and children left their age-old marks throughout
the country: if they seemed to have a low visibility
because they were never portrayed in monuments or
works of art or in material form, the significant way in
which the Africans made a thorough-going impact on the
Portuguese society took shape: in work and production,
on the language, in religion, festivals, music and dance,
on the body and its sexuality, and in the names of places.
History and memory have revealed their hallmarks to
us in a formative way in the ongoing work of rebuilding
Portugal.
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